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Sheikh Ali Eslami
Topic: Position of Khabar

In Arabic grammar, the khabar (_i5) cannot precede the mubtada’ (13%4) under
specific conditions to avoid ambiguity. These include:

1. When both are definite (& )y22):
Example: 3 P‘ 355 (Zaid is your brother)
Here, both "355" (proper noun) and ' _Jy\" (definite noun) are definite, so
the mubtada’ must come first.

2. When both are indefinite (855) but the indefinite word qualifies as
a mubtada’:
Example: &5 & L}a,a_e\gju e bl (Better than Amr is better than Zaid).
The indefinite phrase 9yhe R J.@.S\ functions as the mubtada’, and
reversing the order would obscure meaning.

Why order matters:

The mubtada’ is the subject/topic, while the khabar is the information about
it. Reversing them reverses their roles. For instance, in the poetic line:
U3l 455 B¢ (Our sons are the sons of our sons),

"G50 45" must remain the mubtada’ to maintain clarity. Violating this rule
leads to grammatical and semantic errors.
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