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In	Arabic	grammar,	beginning	a	sentence	with	a	 ةرکن 	(inde4inite	noun)	is	
generally	not	permissible	unless	it	serves	a	clear	and	bene4icial	purpose.	
There	are	several	exceptions	to	this	rule,	where	a	 ةرکن 	can	be	used	as	a	 أدتبم 	
(subject)	under	speci4ic	conditions:	

7.	Conditional	Particle:	When	the	 ةرکن 	serves	as	a	particle	of	condition.		
Example:					 أ مقَُ= نم

@
ق
ُ

هعم م 	

8.	Answer	to	a	Question:	When	the	 ةرکن 	is	a	response	to	an	interrogative	
sentence.	Example:			

	؟كدنع نمَ

	.لٌجر

9.	General	Word:	When	the	 ةرکن 	has	a	general	or	comprehensive	meaning.			

			Example:	 تومـــــــَ= ٌّلــــــك 	

10.	Variety	in	Meaning	( عــــPQنت ):	When	the	 ةرکن 	indicates	different	types	or	
aspects	of	its	meaning.		Example:					 ث

َ
ل بٌو

@
ث و تُثبِ

َ
ُّرجُأ بٌو 	

	



 

 

11.	Dua	(Supplication):		Example:	 س_ لآ \ع مٌلاسَ 		

12.	Wonder	or	Exclamation:		Example:	 ادQز نَسحأ ام 	

13.	Replacement	for	a	Described	Noun	( فوصوم ):		Example:			

	رفاj نم hiٌخ نٌمؤم

14.	Belittling	Form:	When	the	 ةرکن 	is	used	in	a	diminutive	form.	Example:			

	اندنع ل4ٌجَرُ

15.	Exclusive	Meaning:	Example:		 lmٌّ بان اذ رّهأ 	

16.	With	"و"	of	Haal:	When	a	و	of	condition	or	state	is	present.		Example:			

أ دق مٌجن و
r

	...ادv ذمف ءاض

17.	Conjunction	with	a	Ma'rifa:	When	the	 ةرکن 	is	conjunct	to	a	 ةفرعم 	(de4inite	
noun).	Example:		 نامئاق لٌجر و دQٌز 	

18.	Conjunction	with	an	Adjective:	Example:		 ~{ لٌجر و ٌ|}4مت نحن
رادلا | 	

19.	Conjunction	with	a	Described	Noun:	Example:			

~{ ةلPQط ةٌءرما و لٌجر
	رادلا |

20.	Vague	Nakira:	Example:			 ةعسرم
ٌ

هغاسرا ~�iب  	

21.	After	" لاول ":		Example:		 ةقم يذ لjّ ىدولأ رٌا�طصا لاول 	

22.	After	Fā'	of	Jazā':		Example:		 ~{ رٌــــــــــــــ4عــــف hiٌع بهذ نإ
طا��لا | 	

23.	With	 ءادتبلإا ملا :		Example:		 ل
@
مٌئاق لٌجرـــ 	

24.	After	" jخلا مh�Qة ":		Example:		 jهل ةمّع م 	

These	exceptions	illustrate	the	4lexibility	within	Arabic	syntax	when	it	comes	
to	using	inde4inite	nouns	as	 أدتبم 	under	various	contexts.	


