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Topic:	The	Necessity	of	Purifying	Oneself	

	

The	Peril	of	Knowledge	Without	PuriEication	

The	lesson	establishes	that	acquiring	sacred	knowledge	from	the	Qur'an	
and	the	teachings	of	the	Infallibles	(Maʿṣūmın̄)	without	simultaneously	
purifying	the	soul	(tazkiyat	al-nafs)	is	spiritually	dangerous.	It	can	lead	to	
hypocrisy	(riyāʾ),	pride	(kibr),	and	an	unhealthy	attachment	to	worldly	status,	
thereby	corrupting	the	very	purpose	of	seeking	knowledge.	

The	Severe	Warning	from	Prophetic	Traditions	(Aḥādīth)	

The	lesson	underscores	its	argument	with	severe	warnings	from	the	
Prophet	Muhammad	(ص).	Key	traditions	cited	declare	that	even	the	smallest	
amount	of	hypocrisy	or	showing	off	(sumʿa)	is	a	form	of	hidden	polytheism	
(shirk),	that	pride	bars	entry	into	Heaven,	that	jealousy	(ḥasad)	devours	good	
deeds,	and	that	love	for	wealth	and	position	breeds	two-facedness.	These	vices	
are	presented	as	existential	threats	to	a	believer's	spiritual	capital.	

Hidden	vs.	Apparent	Polytheism:	The	Scholar's	True	Battle	

A	crucial	distinction	is	made	between	apparent	polytheism	(shirk	jalı)̄	
and	its	hidden,	insidious	form	(shirk	khafı)̄,	which	includes	acts	performed	for	
show.	The	scholar	who	neglects	this	internal	struggle	is	compared	to	a	sick	



 

 

person	who	ignores	their	illness,	focusing	instead	on	external	appearances	
and	thus	failing	to	achieve	true	spiritual	health.	

Prioritizing	Obligatory	Duties:	A	Measure	of	Spiritual	Focus	

The	lecture	introduces	a	practical	framework	for	prioritization	by	
distinguishing	between	individual	obligations	(wājib	ʿaynı)̄,	such	as	prayer	and	
fasting,	and	communal	obligations	(wājib	kifāʾı)̄.	It	warns	against	an	imbalance	
where	a	scholar	becomes	excessively	engrossed	in	secondary	or	advanced	
sciences	(e.g.,	intricate	grammar	or	jurisprudence)	while	neglecting	their	core,	
personal	duties	to	God.	

The	Primary	Duty:	Self-Reform	Before	Guiding	Others	

The	ultimate	conclusion	is	that	the	scholar's	Pirst	and	most	essential	
task	is	their	own	self-puriPication.	Knowledge	must	be	sought	and	used	Pirst	
and	foremost	to	attain	God's	pleasure	(riḍā	Allāh)	and	closeness	to	Him.	Only	
after	undertaking	this	inner	struggle	can	a	scholar	hope	to	guide	others	with	
the	sincerity	and	integrity	that	true	leadership	requires. 


