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Rulings	of	Apposition	

3.	A	pronoun	cannot	be	in	apposition	to	another	pronoun,	nor	can	a	
pronoun	be	in	apposition	to	an	explicit	noun.	However,	the	reverse	
is	permissible,	so	an	explicit	noun	can	be	in	apposition	to	a	pronoun.	

4.	If	the	original	term	(al-mubdal	minhu)	is	a	conditional	or	
interrogative	noun,	then	the	conditional	or	interrogative	particle	is	
applied	to	the	appositive	(al-badal)	as	well.	

	

The	Forms	of	Apposition	(al-Badal)	
There	are	five:	

1. A	noun	in	apposition	to	a	noun.	

2. A	verb	in	apposition	to	a	verb.	

3. A	clause	in	apposition	to	a	clause.	



 

 

4. A	clause	in	apposition	to	a	single	word.	

5. A	single	word	in	apposition	to	a	clause.	

	

Definition	of	Explanatory	Conjunction	(ʿAṭf	al-Bayān):	It	is	the	
rigid	grammatical	follower	which	discloses	the	true	meaning	
intended	by	the	leader	and	is	more	well-known	than	its	leader.	

Function:	
a)	To	clarify	the	leader	if	it	is	definite.	
b)	To	specify	it	if	it	is	indefinite.	

	


